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In this
month’s
update:

August 2026

Treaties 1-11 Gathering,
SLCN to Host in 2027! 

Treaty 8 Sovereign Nations
Chiefs and staff were on hand
in Brandon, Manitoba, on
Treaty 2 territory from
August 24–28 to participate in
the annual Treaties 1–11
Gathering.

The Gathering brought
together Chiefs from across
Treaty Territory to focus on
Citizenship, Nationhood,
Lands and Livelihood, and
Fiscal Responsibility.

Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation
will host the 2027 Gathering!





Treaty 8 Sovereign
Nations Annual

Golf Tournament

Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation CFS 
Groundbreaking Ceremony

Treaty 8 Sovereign Nations held our
annual golf tournament on August 21 at
Cattail Crossing Golf Club. This year’s
event, which was western-themed,
featured 33 participating teams. A big
thank you to everyone who made this
event possible. 

Treaty 8 Leadership
Meets with Indigenous

Services Minister
Mandy Gull-Masty

Chiefs and Council representatives from
Treaty 8 met with the federal Minister of
Indigenous Services on August 14 in
Edmonton, on Treaty 6 territory, to
discuss issues related to the First Nations
Child and Family Services Program.

Grand Chief Trevor Mercredi was honoured to join Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation Leadership,
members and guests on August 20 for the groundbreaking of the Nation’s new Child and Family
Services (CFS) facility. The new facility represents an important investment in supporting Sturgeon
Lake Cree Nation children, families and future generations. Treaty 8 Sovereign Nations
congratulates Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation on this important milestone.





Treaty 8 Sovereign Nations is seeking name ideas for our upcoming

housing development in Edmonton’s Wedgewood community.

Everyone is welcome to submit suggestions. Treaty 8 members who submit

a name will be entered into a draw for one of four $50 gift cards.

Submit as many ideas as you like by September 18. Prizes are limited to

one per person.

Submit your name idea through the link below by September 18:

Submit Your Name Idea Here!

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/XcnjNKWTJG


Toll-Free: 1-888-873-2898

Phone: 780-444-9366

Email: advocacy-navigation@treaty8.org
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Client Navigator - Team Lead

Client Advocate Patient  Navigator

We are all Treaty 8 members with extensive experience in healthcare

and social work. We combine our professional experience with an

understanding of Treaty 8 history and culture.

We are here to walk alongside you with the compassion and respect

you deserve in your healthcare journey.

CONTACT YOUR TREATY 8 SOVEREIGN NATIONS

HEALTHCARE ADVOCACY AND NAVIGATION TEAM!



A O T CA O T CA O T CAssembly of Treaty ChiefsAssembly of Treaty ChiefsAssembly of Treaty Chiefs
September 15-17, 2026

Hosted by: 

Treaty 8 Sovereign Nations

Treaty 6 Territory | Edmonton, AB
Location: Double Tree West Edmonton

Registration link: Assembly of Treaty Chiefs - September 2026 Registration

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/Qfy4KBDbw5


Meet Our Team 
Vincent Lavallee, Director of Education

SUB-OFFICE 
10457 184 Street NW, Edmonton, AB 

T5S 1G1 |  (780) 444-9366

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 25579, RPO West Drive Thru

Edmonton, AB T5T 7E7

As long as the sun shines, the grass grows, the waters flow, 
and until such time as Yíhdá should reverse.

For Vincent Lavallee, education and athletics

have been two key components of his life. 

As a member of Cowessess First Nation on

Treaty 4 territory, Vincent developed a

passion for sports, particularly hockey, at an

early age. 

That experience helped reinforce the

discipline, teamwork and determination that

would later shape both his education and his

career, qualities he plans to draw upon in his

new role as Director of Education for Treaty 8

Sovereign Nations.

Vincent earned his Bachelor of Education

(B.Ed.) from the University of Saskatchewan

and spent much of his life teaching in

northern Saskatchewan on Treaty 10

territory.

Working primarily as a high school physical

education teacher, he was able to combine his

commitment to education with his lifelong

interest in athletics.

Vincent’s educational journey did not end

there. He went on to obtain a Master of

Education (M.Ed.) degree at the University of

Regina and is currently working toward a

Master of Business Administration (MBA)

degree. Vincent’s extensive post-secondary

experience will be crucial as he works toward

fulfilling Treaty 8’s goal of establishing a

polytechnic on Treaty 8 territory. 

Vincent describes himself as a “lifelong

learner” and believes education is something

that should be continually pursued and passed

on to others. That belief will guide his work in

his new role. Drawing upon his experiences as

a student, teacher, athlete and administrator,

Vincent understands the importance of

creating educational opportunities that

support academic achievement while

maintaining the cultural identities of First

Nations students.

“It was always important to me to incorporate

traditional First Nations learning whenever I

could. I tried to make that my goal every single

day,” Vincent explains. “Time spent

connecting with the land and culture is just as

important as any other element of education.”

Athletics and education remain an important

part of Vincent’s life to this day. In addition to

hockey, he has competed at the ISC World

Fastball Championships. Vincent continues to

be as active as he can be and is a father to

two adult sons.
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